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beyond their natural tone , , but are alfo prick’d, perhaps, or corroded bv 
the pungent and incongruous pores of the intruded liquor. 7 

And this feems to be the reafon, why Aqua forth , and other [aline li 
quors, if they come do touch the fenfitive parts, as in a cut of the Ikin 
or the like, do fo violently and intollerably excruciate and torment the 
Patient. And tis not unlikely, but the Inventors of that Diabolical pra- 
^ ic . e ? f nP° ir °" in g f r he P oints of Arrows and Ponyards, might receive 
their hrlt hint from fome fuch Inftance in natural contrivances, as this of 
the Nettle : for the ground why fuch poifon’d weapons kill fo’infallibly 
as they do, feems no other then this of our Nettle’s hinging } for the Pon- 
yard or Dart makes a paflage or entrance into the fenfitive or vital parts 
of the body, whereby the contagious fubftance comes to bediflolv’dby 
and mix’d with the fluid parts or humours of the body, and by that means 
Ipreads it felf by degrees into the whole liquid part of the body, in the 
fame manner, as a few grains of Salt, put into a great quantity of Water 
will by degrees diffufe it felf over the whole. 

And this I take to be the reafon of killing of Toads, Frogs, Efts, and 
feveral Fifties, by brewing Salt on their backs (which Experiment was 
Ihewn to the Royal Society by a very ingenious Gentleman, and a worthy 
Member of it) for thofe creatures having always a continual exfudation, 
as it were,of(limy and watry parts, fweating out of the pores of their lkin’ 
th efaline particles, by that means obtain a vehicle . which conveys them in- 
to the internal and vital parts of the body. 

This feems alfo to be the reafon why bathing in Mineral waters are 
fuch foveraign remedies for multitudes of diftempers,efpccially chronical} 
for the liquid 8c warm vehicles of the Mineral particles, which are known 
to be in very confiderable quantities in thofe healing baths, by the body’s 
long ftay in them, do by degrees fteep and infinuate themfclves into the 
pores and parts of the lkin,and thereby thofo Mineral particles have their 
ways and pafiages open’d to penetrate into the inner parts, and mingle 
themfolves with thejlagnant juices of the leveral parts } befides,many of 
thofo offenfive parts which were united with thofe Jlagnant juices, and 
which were contrary to the natural conftitution of the parts, and fo be- 
come irkfome and painfull to the body,but could not be difoharged, be- 
caufe Nature had made no provifion for fuch accidental mifehiefs, are, by 
means of this foaking, and filling the pores of the lkin with a liquor, af- 
forded a paflage through that liquor that fills the pores into the am- 
bient fluid, and thereby the body comes to be difoharged. 

So that ’tis very evident, there may be a good as well as an evil applica- 
tion of this Principle. And the ingenious Invention of that Excellent 
perfon, Dottor Wren , of injecting liquors into the veins of an Animal, 
feems to be reducible to this head : I cannot ftay, nor is this a fit place, to 
mention the foveral Experiments made of this kind by the moft incom- 
parable Mr. Boyle , the multitudes made by the lately mention’d Phyftcian 
Do&or Clarke, the Hiftory whereof, as he has been pleas’d to commu- 
nicate to the Royal Society , fo he may perhaps be prevail’d with to make 
publique himfelf; But I fhall rather hint, that certainly, if this Principle 

were 


Micrographia. 

were well confide, -'d.there might, bolides the further improving ofBath- 
„n md Syringing into the veins, be thought on feveral ways, whereby 
feveral obltinafe diftempers of a humane body,fuch as the Gout,Dropf.c, 
Stone W might be malte d, andexpell'd; and good men might make 
as good a ufe of it, as evil men have made a pervei le and Diabolical. 

tnd that the filling of the pores of the lkin with feme i fluid M ,s 
ofnofmall efficacy towards the preparing a paflage for feveral kinds of 
penetrant juices, and other dillblubie bodies, to mlinuate theplfelves 
within the lkin, and into the fenfitive parts of the body, may be, I think, 
prov’d by an Inftance given us by tiUoviu,, m the ai.Ch.fter of the 
fecond Book of his Olferv.1, am, which containing a very remarkable 
Story I have here tranftrib’d : CUm Chamsdeenk nigri radices (lays he) 
apud Pagum quendam Livadochorio nuncupatum erui atraremtis , plun mi 
Cneci & Turcte fpe&atum venerunt quid enter emus, eas vero JruJlulatimfe- 
cabamus,& filo trajiaebamus ut facility exficcari pojjent. Turcot in eo ne- 
gotio occupatos nos videntes , ftmiliter eas radices tra&are & fccare volue- 
runt : at cum fnmmus ejjet jejius, & omnes fudoire maderent , qtiictinque 
earn radicem manibtts traffi aver ant ftdoretnque abjlerjer ant , aut f acieni di- 
git] s fealpferant , tantampruriginem iis locis quos at tiger ant pojleafenjerunt, 
tit aduri viderentur. Chamaleonis enim nigri radix ea virtute pallet, ut cu* 
ti applicata ipfam adeo infammet , ut nec fquilla , nec urtico ull<e centefinta 
parte it a adurent : At prurigo non adeo celeriter Jefe prodit. Pojl tin am aut al- 
teram porro koram, (inguli variis faciei locis cittern adeo inflammat am ha- 
bere capimus ut tota fangttinea videretur , atque quo magis earn confricaba- 
m us, tan to magis excitabatur prurigo. Fonti ajjidebamus fub platano,atque ini- 
tio pro ludicro habebamus & ridebamus : at tandem illi plurimum indignati 
funt , & niji ajjeverajjemus nunqttam expert os tali virtute earn plantampollere^ 
hand dubie male nos multajjent. Attamen nojlra excufatio fuit ab illk facili- 
ty acceptation eodem incommodo nos aff eUos conjpicerent. Minim fane quod 
in tantillo radice tarn ingentem cjjicaciam nojlro malo experti fumus. 

By which obfervation of his, it feems manifeft,that their being all cover’d 
with fweat who gather’d and cut this root of the black Chameleon Thiftle, 
was the great reafon why they fufler’d that inconvenience, for it feems the 
like circumftance had not been before that noted, nor do I find any men- 
tion of fuch a property belonging to this Vegetable in any oftheHer- 
bals I have at prefent by me. 

I could give very many Obfervations which I have made of this kind 
whereby I have found that the beft way to get a body to be infinuated 
into the fubftance or infenfible pores of another, is firft, to find a fluid 
vehicle that has fome congruity,both to the body to be infinuated, and to 
body into whofe pores you would have' the other convey’d. And in 
this Prmcipfo lies the great myftery of ftaining feveral forts of bodies, as 
Marble, Woods, Bones, and of Dying Silks, Cloaths, Wools, Fea- 
thers, &c. But thefe being digreflions, I (hall proceed to : 

Obferv. XXV I. Of Cowage, and the acting operation if fame bodies. 

JL^ere ’ s a certain Down of a Plant, brought from the Eall-indies, call’d 
commonly, though very improperly. Cow-itch , the reafon of which 
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